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SUBJECT: COUNCIL OF EUROPE DEBATES DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION 

1 . ON MAY 4, THE SECOND DAY OF THE CURRENT COUNCIL OF EUROPE 
PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY SESSION, THE ASSEMBLY DEBATED DEVELOPMENT 
COOPERATION WITH EMPHASIS ON THE POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OE THE 

NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE AND ON AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT. 

2. IN A SPEECH GIVEN JUST PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE FOR NAIROBI 
TO ATTEND THE OPENING OF UNCTAD IV, U.N. SECRETARY GENERAL 
KURT WALDHEIM SET THE TONE FOR THE ASSEMBLY S DISCUSSION OF 

THE NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE. WALDHEIM ARGUED THAT A NEW ECONOMIC 
ORDER WAS NEEDED BUT THAT THIS SHOULD TAKE THE FORM OF A 
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REPLACEMENT OF THE OBSOLETE ELEMENTS OF THE OLD ORDER RATHER 
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THAN THE UPHEAVAL OF THE OLD ORDER. WALDHEIM ADDED THAT 
THE BUTT PINO OF THE NEW ECONOMIC ORDER WAS NOT MERELY A MATTER 
OF IDEALISM BUT ALSO A NECESSARY PREREQUISITE FOR LASTING 
POLITICAL STABILITY IN THE WORLD. DURING THE ENSUING DEBATE, 

SEVERAL PARLIAMENTARIANS ALSO STRESSED THE NEW POLITICAL 
IMPORTANCE OF INTERNATIONAL ECONOMICS IN GENERAL AND OF NORTH- 
SOUTH ECONOMIC RELATIONS IN PARTICULAR. GIUSEPPE VEDOVATO, 

ITALIAN CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT AND ONE OF THE ASSEMBLY S THREE 
RAPPORTEURS ON DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION, CONTENDED THAT THE 
INCOME GAP BETWEEN THE INDUSTRIAL AND THE DEVELOPING WORLD 
WOULD LIKELY GENERATE GREATER POLITICAL PROBLEMS THAN THE 
IDEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE EAST AND THE WEST. IN ITS 
RESOLUTION ON THE NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE, THE ASSEMBLY UNDERLINED 
THE POLITICAL IMPORTANCE OF THE NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE, WELCOMED 
THE INITIAL SESSIONS OF THE CONFERENCE ON INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION, INVITED THE INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACIES TO 
INITIATE CREATIVE, DYNAMIC COOPERATION WITH THE DEVELOPING 
WORLD, AND RESOLVED TO KEEP THE QUESTION OF NORTH-SOUTH 
RELATIONS ON ITS AGENDA FOR CONTINUING PUBLIC DEBATE. 

3. THAT AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT OUGHT TO BE CONSIDERED A 
FIRST PRIORITY IN THE LESS DEVELOPED COUNTRIES EMERGED AS 

THE MAIN THEME OF THE ASSEMBLY S DEBATE ON SUBSTANTIVE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT ISSUES. IN A RESOLUTION ON THE WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME 
OF THE UN/FAO, THE ASSEMBLY CALLED ON ITS MEMBER GOVERNMENTS 
TO MAKE MORE GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME 
AND TO TAKE ALL NECESSARY STEPS TO PUT EUROPEAN AGRICULTURAL 
KNOW-HOW AT THE DISPOSAL OF COUNTRIES FACING FOOD PROBLEMS. 

IN A RELATED RESOLUTION ON DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION, THE 
ASSEMBLY RECOGNIZED THE RELATIVE FAILURE OF OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT 
ASSISTANCE AND URGED ITS MEMBER GOVERNMENTS AMONG OTHER THINGS 
(1) TO WORK TOWARDS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMODITY AGREEMENTS 
MAKING EVERY EFFORT TO RECONCILE DIVERGING VIEWS ON INTER- 
NATIONAL BUFFER STOCKS, (2) TO FAVOR AGREEMENTS ON THE STABI- 
LIZATION OF EXPORT EARNINGS ON THE MODEL OF THE LOME CONVENTION, 

(3) TO SUPPORT IMPROVEMENT OF THE GENERALIZED SYSTEM OF PREFERENCE, 

(4) TO SUPPORT UNIDO IN ITS EFFORTS TO PROMOTE INDUSTRIALIZATION 
IN LDC S AND UNCTAD IN ITS EFFORTS TO UPDATE INTERNATIONAL 
LEGISLATION ON INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND TO ESTABLISH A CODE 
OF CONDUCT FOR THE TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY TAKING MORE FULLY 
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INTO ACCOUNT LDC INTERESTS, (5) TO IMPROVE MULTILATERAL AID 
MECHANISM, (6) AND TO RESPOND POSITIVELY TO THE PROPOSALS OF 
THE GROUP OF 77 AT THE CURRENT MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS 
IN THE FRAMEWORK OF GATT AND AT UNCTAD IV. 

4. THE ASSEMBLY WILL RESUME ITS ECONOMIC DEBATE ON MAY 6 WHEN 
IT WILL TAKE UP REPORTS ON MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS AND ON 
CIVIL AVIATION IN EUROPE.ROMINE 
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